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King County




Adult Services Division
Women’s Advisory Board

Department of Community and Human Services

401 Fifth Avenue, Suite 510

Seattle, WA  98104

206 263-9069   FAX:  206-205-6565

TTY Relay:  711

WOMEN’S ADVISORY BOARD

MINUTES FROM THE January 13, 2021 MEETING

	Meeting Type:
Regular: _X__

Special:_
	Location:
https://kingcounty.zoom.us/j/96698608071 

Meeting ID: 966 9860 8071 
Passcode: 413734
	Called to Order:

4:10
	By:

Zeeba Khalili

	
	
	
	

	Members Present:
	

	Rebecca Chan 
	Karol Brown
	Joey Ketah

	Po. 2 Vacant
	Kathryn Hancock
	Hamdi Abdulle

	Jessica Giner
	Roxanne Thayer
	Heena Khatri 

	Sarah Reyneveld
	Po. 9 Vacant
	Kathy Brasch

	Regina Elmi 
	Zeeba Khalili 
	Dionne Foster 

	Excused/Absent:
	Jessica Giner (excused); Sarah Reyneveld, Karol Brown, Joey Ketah & Hamdi Abdulle (absent)

	      

	Speakers:
	Doris O’Neal, YWCA & Jill Yamamoto, King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office

	Staff:
	Allison Jurkovich & Rae Brown Abbott

	Guests:
	David Martin & Patty Noble-Desy, KCPAO

	Approval of Agenda: Kathy Brasch & Rebecca Chan
	Vote: Yes

	Approval of Minutes: Roxanne Thayer & Heena Khatri
	Vote: Yes


AGENDA ITEMS:
	Agenda Item 1:
	Welcome & Introductions

	
	· Name, district and one restorative thing you did during break

	Action Items:
	Person(s) Responsible:
	Deadline/Due Date

	N/A
	
	


	Agenda Item 2:
	Public Comment

	
	No public comment

	Action Items:
	Person Responsible
	Deadline/Due Date

	N/A
	
	


	
	
	

	Agenda Item 3:
	Announcements 

	
	· WAB 2021 Calendar:

· Bi-monthly meeting calendar, 2nd Wednesday and then 2nd Thursday

· Request to move to 2nd Wednesday every month for consistency

· Request to move all meetings to 2nd Thursday of the month instead

· Will vote at February meeting on 2021 calendar
· WAB Vacancies: D2 and D9

	Action Items:
	Person(s) Responsible:
	Deadline/Due Date

	Vote on 2021 calendar at February meeting: move meetings to Thursday
	WAB
	February 2021

	Check to see if Thursdays conflict with any holidays or KC business
	Staff
	February 2021

	
	
	


	Agenda Item 4:
	Racial Equity Committee: Racial Equity Survey

	
	· Dionne Foster & Heena Khatri 

· Racial Equity Committee presented data from the WAB Racial Equity Survey done in 2020

· Questions to hold: What surprises you from the data, what stands out to you and how can the WAB do racial equity work based on the slides?
· Racial Equity Committee Proposals:
· Information Bank for Self-Learning populated by all WAB members: lectures; relevant articles focused on teaching; book recommendations; links to Racial Equity Workshops; glossary of terms related to racial equity

· Begin Racial Equity highlights: talking about racial equity at every meeting and making sure to review any recommendations through a racial equity lens

· Implement racial equity tool for decision making and planning

· Develop group agreements for uplifting racial equity: formalize goals and purpose for taking a racial equity lens and identify group norms on engaging and growing with one another

· Conversation among WAB members about priorities moving forward
· How can the WAB institutionalize racial equity for future members?

· What would a community engagement opportunity look like for the WAB?

· Particularly when thinking about how the WAB decides its topics for recommendations

· Community café conversations around GBV and all topics

	Action Items:
	Person(s) Responsible:
	Deadline/Due Date

	Share King County Racial Equity Impact Review Tool
	Staff
	February 2021

	Share slides from meeting with all WAB members
	Staff
	February 2021


	Agenda Item 5:
	Survivor’s First Program: YWCA & King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office

	
	Doris O’Neal, YWCA Seattle | King County: 
Doris O’Neal is the Director of Domestic Violence Services, YWCA King and Snohomish county. She has been employed with the YWCA for 14 years. She has worked in the Domestic Violence Prevention and advocacy field for over 20 years. In her former role, she worked for the King County Prosecutor’s Office for 16 years civil and criminal division. In her current position as DV Director she manages a DV shelter and community advocacy programs, Commercial Sexual exploitation (CSE) program. She has developed and implemented an on-going CSE program that provides supportive services for adult survivors that have been involved in human trafficking,  and is a partner on the CEASE Task force team. She’s a former board member of the Coalition against gender-based violence, and is the lead for the partnership with King County Prosecutor’s office in the Survivors FIRST program.  
Jill Yamamoto, King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office: 
Jill Yamamoto is a Senior Deputy Prosecuting Attorney at the King County Prosecutor’s Office. She serves as the supervisor of the DV Court Unit in King County District Court at the Maleng Regional Justice Center in Kent, WA. She also works in the Felony DV Unit and conducts case review, outreach, and collaboration with law enforcement agencies and community advocacy programs. She is also a team lead with Survivors FIRST, a partnership with the YWCA of King County that addresses the unmet needs to survivors who are criminal justice involved. Jill received her juris doctor degree from Seattle University and bachelor of arts degree from the University of Washington. She lives in Tacoma with her husband and two energetic boys.
Survivors FIRST Program: https://www.ywcaworks.org/programs/survivors-first
Survivors FIRST (Facilitating Interventions and Resources for Survivors of Trauma) is a program that provides Black/African-American female victims of domestic violence who return to the criminal justice system as defendants a second look and a second chance.  Survivors FIRST is a partnership between the YWCA of King County and the King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office that identifies justice-involved survivors of gender-based violence and directly connects them to culturally-specific services at the YWCA.  The program supports the YWCA’s priority of supporting Black/African-American participants and those groups furthest from opportunity.   
· Dr. Carolyn West is the chief researcher for this program

· Dr. West is among the leading experts on the impacts of GBV on Black and African-American women. 

· She has published research about the impacts of the criminal-legal system for survivors and how the majority of women being incarcerated are survivors of GBV. You can see more of her work including articles, books and documentaries on her website. 
· Story to depict a “victim defendant”

· Prioritizing experiences of Black and African-American women

· Referral process from KCPAO directly to the YWCA to provide an advocate for victim defendants/survivors outside of the criminal-legal system. Includes supports like financial resources, housing, etc. 

· DV homicide statistics: 2020 there were 18 homicides which is the highest number since 2002

· Why Survivors FIRST:
· Provide survivors/defendants with a second look/chance

· No specialized court our system that supports the needs specifically of survivors of GBV that are now defendants

· When someone is charged as a defendant they do not receive advocacy support through the KCPAO unlike survivors/victims; including access to protection orders (DVPAO)

· African-American/Black women charged are overwhelmingly DV survivors

· They also face legal problems that have a direct impact on every aspects of their lives (family, health care, credit, housing, education and access to services)
· African American/Black survivors/defendants have the greatest unmet service needs across the boards

· Consequences & Barriers to Charged/Convicted Survivors:
· Bail = stay in jail longer

· Lose job = gaining employment with criminal record

· Lose housing = ineligibility for housing

· Lose children = dealing with Child Protective Services (CPS)

· Abuse takes control again = post-traumatic stress

· “Once the cuffs go on, life is never the same” 
· Detective Kim Bugocki, SPD
· https://www.theifproject.org/ 

· How
· KCPAO receives cases from law enforcement

· File: traditional route, alternate courts

· Decline: YWCA referral

· Cannot use program funds for “diversion” – instead they refer to it as “deflecting” an individual
· Partnership between YWCA and KCPAO

· KCPAO identifies survivors/defendants and connects them to the YWCA for culturally-specific services

· Funded by Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) grant roughly 18 months ago

· 130+ survivor/defendants referred for services so far; 75 specific to 2020
· Survivor/Defendant: 
· legally-recognized as survivor of domestic, sexual, or gender-based violence – based on civil system (petitions for DVPO’s etc.)

· Has been arrested and now facing criminal charges
· Exploring Expansion & Additional Notes:
· Cases beyond domestic violence to some mainstream cases (for ex theft)
· Priority is to ensure that Black/African-American women know that they have options

· Partnership with Municipal and City Attorney’s

· Success with Renton and SeaTac

· Diversion Options

· One of the primary aims currently is to continue to raise awareness for prosecutors

· COVID-19 has created additional challenges to doing outreach and trainings to additional municipalities 
· Questions from WAB Members: 
· Are you mandated to look at the legal-recognition of a DV survivor and previous instances? Or is that up to the prosecutor’s discretion?
· The legal recognition aspect sounds like it could create challenges because GBV is so underreported through the legal system

· The review is not mandated, but an exercise in discretion. This program is unique nationally. 
· Legally recognized definition: we recognize it is a challenge and would also accept endorsement from a community-based agency.
· We have pulled data from the state court system and found 66,000 cases of co-occurring victim-defendants over the past 30 years
· Can you share more about the challenges to getting all districts to participate? What are the reasons jurisdictions say for why they don’t want to participate?
· Lack of knowledge; want to see more results
· What happens if folks come back into the legal system and have already connected with the Survivors First program?
· Can be referred as many times as needed

· What can the WAB do to support your work?
· Help find funding – VOCA funding will run out in 6 months

· What is the current funding for the program?
· One advocate with the YWCA, about $75,000 with benefits and client assistance
· Support criminalized survivors

· Sharing about the program 

· Wish list: outreach person, advocates, and support for navigating the criminal-legal system

	Action Items:
	Person(s) Responsible:
	Deadline/Due Date

	Send out PPT from Presentation & memo to the WAB
	Staff
	February 2021


AJOURNMENT

Time: 
6:07 p.m.

NEXT MEETING
Date: February 11, 2021    Time: 4:30 – 5:30 p.m. 
Location: Zoom/Call-In 
